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While  many  survivors  may  not 

WANT  TO  WITNESS  AN  EXECUTION,  IT  IS 
IMPORTANT  TO  KNOW  THAT  YOU  HAVE  THE 
OPTION  TO  DO  SO.  THIS  BROCHURE 
INCLUDES  PRACTICAL  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  THE  PROCESS  OF  WAITING  FOR 
AND  WITNESSING  AN  EXECUTION  IN 

Pennsylvania. 


Who  Can  Witness? 

Under  Pennsylvania  law,  Act  80  of  1998,  the  Office  of  the  Victim  Advocate  (OVA) 
may  choose  up  to  four  (4)  victims  to  witness  an  execution.  By  law,  family  members  of 
the  deceased  victim  and  surviving  victims  who  request  to  witness  can  be  selected. 

Witnesses  must  be  at  least  21  years  old. 


What  Can  I Bring? 

You  must  bring  a picture  ID  card,  such  as  a driver's  license,  school  identification,  etc., 
and  the  original  letter  from  the  Office  of  the  Victim  Advocate  notifying  you  of  your 
selection  as  a witness. 

Witnesses  are  encouraged  to  leave  personal  items  in  their  car.  However,  a small  locker 
is  available  for  handbags  (as  they  are  not  permitted  inside  the  prison).  Cameras  and  tape 
recorders  are  not  permitted.  At  no  time  can  a witness  bring  alcohol,  drugs,  a firearm  or  a 
weapon  onto  state  property.  If  it  is  suspected  that  a witness  is  under  the  influence  of 
drugs  or  alcohol  the  Department  of  Corrections  has  the  right  to  refuse  entrance  onto  the 
property.  All  visitors  are  required  to  pass  through  the  metal  detector.  Please  note  that 
Correctional  Officers  have  the  right  to  frisk  and  search  anyone  who  comes  to  the  prison. 


What  Time  Should  I 
Arrive? 

On  the  evening  of  the  scheduled 
execution,  you  will  meet  a Victim 
Assistance  Coordinator,  from  the  Office  of 
the  Victim  Advocate  at  a specific  time  and 
location  previously  determined.  Everyone 
will  travel  together  to  SCI-Rockview  and 
enter  through  the  checkpoint  station.  Once 
on  institution  grounds,  you  will  be  required 
to  present  your  selection  letter  and  photo 
ID. 

Who  Will  Be  There  for 
Support? 

A Victim  Assistance  Coordinator  will  stay 
with  you  until  you  actually  enter  the 
viewing  area  in  the  execution  chamber. 
You  may  also  bring  someone  with  you  for 
support.  However,  the  name  of  the 
person(s)  must  be  given  to  the  Office  of  the 
Victim  Advocate  at  least  48  hours  prior  to 
the  scheduled  execution  so  that  they  will  be 
allowed  in  the  prison.  This  person  may  be 
a family  member,  a friend,  or  a counselor. 
However,  this  person  will  be  required  to 
remain  in  a specified  waiting  area. 

Do  / Have  to  Talk  to  the 
Press? 

No.  You  are  under  no  obligation  to  speak 
to  the  press.  However,  if  you  would  like  to 
make  a statement,  a Victim  Assistance 
Coordinator  will  escort  you  to  the  press 
area  after  the  execution.  It  may  be 
beneficial  to  prepare  a statement  in 
advance.  If  you  have  any  questions 
regarding  preparing  a statement,  please  call 
our  office. 


Can  I Change  My  Mind? 

You  can  decide  not  to  witness  right  up  until 
the  last  minute.  Please  let  us  know  if  you  are 
uncertain  about  witnessing  so  we  can  notify 
the  prison  as  soon  as  possible. 

What  Should  I Wear? 

Witnesses  should  dress  comfortably  and 
conservatively.  Cut-off  pants,  shorts,  tank 
tops,  and  see-through  fabrics  are  not 
appropriate. 

What  Is  a “Stay”  of 
Execution? 

A stay  of  execution  is  a court  order  from  a 
judge  delaying  an  execution  until  the  legal 
issue  before  the  court  is  resolved.  The  Office 
of  the  Victim  Advocate  will  make  every 
attempt  to  keep  you  informed  of  the 
execution  status.  However,  when  the  court 
makes  this  decision,  they  release  the 
information  to  the  media  at  the  same  time  as 
the  interested  parties. 

If  you  hear  that  a stay  of  execution  is 
granted,  please  verify  this  information 
through  the  Office  of  the  Victim  Advocate. 
News  media  reports  may  not  always  be 
accurate. 

It  is  important  to  understand  that  a stay  of 
execution  may  be  granted  by  the  court  at  any 
time  including  moments  betore  the  scheduled 
execution.  We  realize  that  this  causes  great 
inconvenience  for  victims  who  choose  to 
witness  as  traveling  may  be  an  issue.  This 
means  that  you  may  have  to  travel  back  and 
forth  from  SCI-Rockview  several  times 
before  witnessing  an  execution.  This  is  why 
reliable  transportation  is  so  important. 


How  Do  I Get  There? 


Any  selected  witnesses  will  be  responsible 
for  their  own  transportation.  For  more 
specific  directions,  contact  the  Office  of  the 
Victim  Advocate  at  1-800-563-6399  or 
1-800-322-4472. 

Directions  from  Harrisburg 

Take  Route  22  West  to  Lewistown. 

Take  Route  322  West  to  State  College. 
Follow  Route  26  North  to  SCI-Rockview 
Turn  left  onto  the  institution  grounds. 

Directions  from  Pittsburgh 

Take  Route  22  East  to  Route  220  North. 
Follow  Route  220  North. 

Take  Route  322  East  to  State  College. 
Junction  with  Route  26. 

Follow  Route  26  North  to  SCI-Rockview. 
Turn  left  onto  the  institution  grounds. 

Directions  from  Northwest  Pennsylvania 

Take  1-80  East  to  exit  for  Route  26  South. 
Follow  Route  26  South  to  SCI-Rockview. 
Turn  right  onto  the  institution  grounds. 

Directions  from  Northeast  Pennsylvania 

Take  1-80  West  to  exit  for  Route  26  South. 
Follow  Route  26  South  to  SCI-Rockview. 
Turn  right  onto  the  institution  grounds. 


QUESTIONS  OR 

Office  of  the  V 

1-800-56 

1-800- 

Interpreters  are  available  tl 


Area  Hotels 


Ramada  Inn 
(814)  238-3001 


Autoport  Motel 
(814)  237-7666 


Best  Western 
(800) 635-1177 


Days  Inn 
(814)  355-7521 


Hampton  Inn 
(814) 231-1590 


Atherton 

(814)231-2100 


Days  Inn  Penn  State 
(814)  238-8454 


Colony  Lodge 
(814)355-5561 


CONCERNS  CALL 

dm  Advocate  at 

6399  OR 
V 2-44  7 2 

\inigh  AT&T  Language  Line 


The  Appeals  Process  in 
Pennsylvania 


At  7 appeal  is  a legal  proceeding  in  which 
a case  is  brought  in  front  of  a higher 
court  for  review  of  the  decision  of  the 
lower  court. 


The  process  for  an  appeal  is  as  long  as 
it  is  complex.  Each  capital  case  is 
different  and  each  appeal  is  unique. 
When  the  Governor  signs  a death 
warrant,  it  essentially  keeps  the  appeals 
process  moving. 

Once  an  appeal  is  accepted  for 
consideration,  a stay  of  execution  is  filed. 
A stay  puts  the  scheduled  execution  on 
hold  until  the  appeal  is  heard  in  court.  If 
the  appecd  is  denied,  the  Governor  signs 
another  warrant  and  the  process 
continues. 


The  best  way  to  find  out  the  status  of 
your  case  is  to  stay  in  close  contact  with 
your  county  's  District  Attorney ’s  Office. 


Si  necesita  traduction  llame  a la 
Oficina  Para  Defensa  de  Victimas. 

1-800-563-6399 


1-800-322-4472 
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